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partiality and in administration He ought not to be appointed because he is a Hindu or a Muhammadan or a membei of a particular class, but only because he has, as far as can be ascei tamed, proved himself fit for the office m question
No man ought to be excluded from Executive office on account of any racial or religious consideration , but on the other hand, he ought not to be appointed to it on account of any such consideration For example, it is a right thing to put a man into a Legislative Council because he is a Hindu, it is not a right thing to put him into an Executive Council for that reason In the former he is to represent an inteiest, in the latter he is to hold a portfolio and administer a department m the interests of all The recent appointment of the Hon Mi Smha to the Viceroy's Executive Council as Legal Member has my heaity approval, not because Mr. Smha is a Hindu, but because he had proved himself m his past history to be fitted for that high office I heard with gieat regret of his having made up his mind to retire His successor is an old Behan friend of mine He also is a barrister I believe him fit, and therefoie I am able to rejoice in the appointment of my friend. It is no disqualification that he is a Muhammadan, though I hope that that is not the ground of his appointment The first and almost the only considerations are education (or training), ability, and integrity
I do not intend to dwell upon the sad features of the unrest, which have tended to lead people to identify it with anarchy and crime I believe that the anarchical conspiracies, the existence of which has been discovered, are very limited m their extent. Mischievous wire-pullers, some of whom are well known to the police, though they cannot be brought before the courts, have been able to exercise an influence over a limited number of the young, which has led some of the latter to give their lives, without reserve, to the practice of assassination Some of these wire-pullers themselves are known to have the strain of insanity in their blood; they are also sometimes stirred by personal grievance and desire for revenge, as much as by any-